
 
 

 

                                            
 
October 2 – Blessed Assurance – Reverend David Morris   
For many, one great gift of religious faith is to feel sure that there is a source of goodness which is utterly 
reliable. Can a faith which appreciates the value of uncertainty and the virtue of doubt offer that 
gift?  Where do we find assurance? 
 
October 9 – Will the Center Hold? – Bryan Jones 
As part of our Share the Pulpit series of sermons, Bryan Jones will speak on something that may be 
bothering a lot of us: Will the Center Hold? Each day seems to bring a fresh shooting, a new protest, more 
hate speech. Do incendiary campaigns for high office reflect a world coming apart or will sanity prevail? 
History and faith may inform us. 
 
October 16 – Did I Do That? – Reverend David Morris   
Many of us have times in our life’s story when we wish we had made different choices.  Regret can often 
lead toward self-distrust - or toward hiding from our own past. Wholeness of spirit invites another way.  
 
October 23 - The Courage to Respond to Racial Inequality – Joan Liston 
An exploration of racial inequality and one woman’s personal response to it.  Joan shares how various 
churches can enlighten views and offer support as racial inequality continues to plague our country 
today.  Are there steps we can take individually, in small groups or as a congregation to quell this 
injustice? 
 
October 30 – Good Grief - Reverend David Morris (All Souls Service) 
Those of us who live on after a loved one has died walk a spiral path through grief and loss.  As we invoke 
the presence of our loved ones in the All Souls observance, David explores the necessary journey of 
grieving and healing. 
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Stirring the Soup 

A few weeks ago, North Carolina UU ministers shared a daylong conversation about a tough topic:  Clergy 
sexual misconduct.  We gathered in response to an essay delivered by our colleague the Rev. Dr. Gail 
Seavey at this year’s UUA General Assembly.  We reflected and spoke about our own emotions on hearing 
and reading the essay, on our awareness and experiences of misconduct as an issue affecting 
congregations we have served, and on wider issues about ministerial ethics, collegial support, 
accountability, and the harm secrecy does in congregational life. 

Rev. Seavey’s essay, “If Our Secrets Define Us,” was in part, an account of forty years of our Association’s 
responses to misconduct, particularly when ministers have engaged in romantic and sexual relationships 
with adult congregants.  It was a forthright and sometimes painful presentation, and it raised challenging 
issues - from our own personal experiences to the history of changing social and sexual mores in the U.S. 
over the past 50 years; from the harmful effects of secrecy to the risks of openness about unsettling 
experiences in our congregations.  For some it was liberating; for others it was disturbing; for a few it felt 
like a personal indictment for behavior that was widely considered acceptable at the time.   

For me both the essay and the conversation last month were powerful reminders of how tender and holy 
a minister’s relationships with and within a congregation are.  We are charged to live out our faith in 
action, trying to be a public representative (not just an advocate) for human wholeness.  We are given the 
extraordinary privilege of accompanying people in the most joyful and the most traumatic events of their 
lives, and exploring with them the deepest meanings of events in the world around us and in our 
everyday experiences.  It’s a sacred trust, and that’s why the ethics surrounding a minister’s role and 
relationships are so vital.  It’s in order to protect that sacred trust that our ethical guidelines warn against 
ministers ever dating congregation members and friends, and instruct us that while we can be friends 
with members, our closest, most intimate friendships should be found outside our congregations.   

When violations of ethical guidelines occur, the effects in congregations are divisive and durable, and are 
often made worse by a reflexive secrecy, creating pockets of insiders who know the “whole story” but 
fear to share it because that might create conflict - as if the unacknowledged conflicts aren’t already 
present.  That’s why you’ll hear me advocate for honest, open, and direct communication as the best way 
to ensure that a congregation lives with our conflicts and histories in a healthy way.    

Just in case I’ve worried you, all of this isn’t to warn that some kind of landmine or bombshell is on the 
way.  I’ve simply been reminded by stories of the grief that transgressions have caused how important it 
is for us all to clearly understand the ethical boundaries that are woven into and guide my relationships 
with you as individuals and as a community.  The role you have entrusted to me in the life of this 
community is a priceless gift.  I’m grateful for it, and I want you to know how precious it is to me. 

Your minister, 

David 
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Rev. David Morris, Minister. 
UUCOB Meetinghouse Office Hours 
Tuesdays 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Wednesdays 9:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.  
Thursdays 1 - 5 p.m. 
Other times and locations available by appointment. Fridays are for writing and 
study, and Mondays are his “sacred day off.” 
He can be reached by email at minister@uucob.org, and by phone any time at 
252-423-3043.   
 

 
Family Potluck and Game Night – October 14  

Join us on Friday, October 14 for a fun, family-friendly, relaxed event.  David will 
bring a vegan dish. Please bring a dish to share, and a game if you like. 
 
 

 
 

Fall Fantasy Goods and Services Auction – November 5 

 Deadline for Auction Donations - October 22 
 

Saturday, November 5, 2016, the weekend after Halloween, is the date for this year’s 
Fall Fantasy- also known as the Goods and Services Auction.  We hope you’ll be there, 
and that you can contribute a good or a service.  Also, it would be cool if you could ask 
a business (or businesses) for a donation.  We have a script suggestion if you’d feel 
better working with it when approaching a business.  (We have found that threats 
really don’t work…)  AND:  We are working with an auction program developed and 
run by a member of UU - 21st century stuff!  The site for our auction is: 
www.togetherauction.com/uucob.  You can see the items we’ll be auctioning in an 

online catalog that is updated every time that someone adds something new.  You do not have to log on to 
view the catalog.  We have entered into the program our members and friends.  Just enter your phone 
number and then the last 4 digits of your number, and you can add your 
own items.  If you’re not on the list, you’ll have a chance to join.  And – you can 
add items of your own to auction.  If you’d rather have us do it, no problem.  
We’ll have forms for donations, forms for business donations, and hints for 
talking to businesses about donations at a table near the coffee every Sunday 
until October 22. That’s an important date, because it’s the deadline for 
donations. Besides the online catalog, we’ll have a printed catalog for the auction. 
We’ve added childcare this year – helpful if the young ones have a tendency to 
overbid.  Donation deadline: October 22nd.  Auction: November 5th. 
 

 

 
 
 

mailto:minister@uucob.org
tel:252-423-3043
http://www.togetherauction.com/uucob
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Women’s Journey Group – October 18, 10:30 a.m. 
 

Facilitator: Ellen Berg 
Topic: Your Sanctuary. Chapter two from, Listening Hearts. 
 

 

Touching the Center: Everyday Spiritual Practices 
Sometimes, the world just seems too complicated.  In the hurry and demands of everyday life, 
surrounded by the clatter and chatter of a society that too often listens first to voices of greed, hostility, 
suspicion, and anger, we can find it hard to stay centered.  How can we take time to touch the very heart 
of compassion each day, to remind ourselves to live in deep relationship with the source of all that is 
good?  Join Rev. David Morris Saturday, October 22nd from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. for an exploration of 
simple, realistic spiritual practices that can ground and sustain us.  We'll share practices that participants 
have used, learn about a few others, and try some on together for a day of reflection, sharing, and 
renewal. 

 
Heal the World Reading Group 

As we seek to join or support movements that resist the intersecting inequalities 
and oppressions that disfigure human relationships, a powerful first step can be 
learning to see the world from the perspectives of marginalized people. Rev. David 
Morris invites all those interested in the work of building a more just world to join 
me for an ongoing exploration of recent books that open powerful new ways of 
seeing the systems and structures that perpetuate inequality.  Meeting twice a 
month, we'll use a practice, growing out of Liberation Theology, of alternating 
study, reflection, and action as we read books like Ta-Nehisi Coates' Between the 
World and Me, Rev. William Barber's The Third Reconstruction, and more 
together.  As our understanding and compassion grow, we'll seek ways to put our 

learning into action together. This group will meet on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of each month, from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Meeting House.  Attendance is drop-in, but signups are encouraged for planning 
purposes.  
 
 

30th Anniversary Celebration 
Nearly 30 years ago, a group of progressive thinkers took a walk in Nags 
Head Woods and set the foundation for a new type of congregation on the 
Outer Banks.  As we continue to build upon those early efforts, the 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Outer Banks will be celebrating 
the 30th anniversary of its founding in 2017.  As we celebrate this 
momentous occasion, we are seeking anyone with an interest to serve on 
a committee with Reverend David Morris and President Joe Heard to help 
plan and organize events for our 30th Anniversary Celebration.  Please 
contact David revdamorris@gmail.com or Joe jandcheard@aol.com if you 
are interested in helping. 
 
 

mailto:revdamorris@gmail.com
mailto:jandcheard@aol.com
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Exploring Our Ministry to Families 
What might we offer for our children?  Parents and others interested in programming for our youngest 
UUCOB folks are invited to join Rev. David Morris for a conversation about what we can create 
together.  We'll meet after the service on Sunday, October 30th to explore together, considering some 
ideas from David and looking for other suggestions.  Let's make sure that UUCOB is truly welcoming and 
supportive of ALL people, of every age. 
 
 

October Share-the-Plate – Outer Banks Cancer Support Group 

The Outer Banks Cancer Support Group provides transportation stipends to patients for doctor visits, and they pay 
bills (rent, car payments, etc.) for those in treatment who are unable to work during that time. 

 

 

All Souls Service on October 30 

For our All Souls observance on Sunday, October 30th, we will once again 
create a table decorated in the spirit of the Mexican Dia de los Muertos and 
Pagan Samhain, with pictures and mementos from our loved ones who have 
died.  Please be sure to 
bring a small picture to 
include.  Anyone who has 
Samhain or Dia de los 
Muertos décor you'd be 
willing to share is invited 

to contact David by October 21st to assist in planning 
the table. 
 
All Souls Procession - We will begin our October 30th All Souls observance with a simple procession of 
those who have lost loved ones this year (since November 2015), with candles to add to the All Souls 
table.  If someone you loved has died this year and you would like to honor them in this way, please 
contact David by October 26th to be included. 
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OUR PRINCIPLES 

We the member congregations of the 
Unitarian Universalist Association, 
covenant to confirm and promote: 

The inherent worth and dignity of 
every person; 

Justice, equity and compassion in  
human relations; 

Acceptance of one another and  
encouragement to spiritual growth in 

our congregations; 
A free and responsible search for  

truth and meaning; 
The right of conscience and the use 
of the democratic process within our 
congregations and in society at large; 
The goal of world community with 
peace, liberty, and justice for all; and 
Respect for the interdependent web 

of all existence of which we are a 
part. 

  PO Box 1006 
  Kitty Hawk NC 27949 
 

       
  252-261-2801 
  www.uucob.org 
  info@uucob.org 

  "See us on Facebook" 

 
Layout & Editor: Kathleen McMahan 

To have something included in the 
newsletter, please email it to 

kathy.mcmahan@embarqmail.com 

COME JOIN US! 
Our meetinghouse is located at the 

corner of Kitty Hawk Road and 
Herbert Perry Road. It is one mile 

west of Highway 158 at about 
milepost 4. 

 
Sunday Programs 

All services are held at 10:30 am. 
Childcare is available.    

Our minister leads two services each 
month (three in a five-Sunday 

month), and we welcome guest 
ministers, lay members, and 

speakers from the community to our 
pulpit on the other Sundays. 

  
The first Sunday of each month is 

usually Food Pantry Sunday, so 
please remember to bring a 
donation of non-perishable 

unopened foods, personal items or 
paper products. 


