
Gwen Taylor shares her story: 
 

 

 My interest in art began with History of Art classes in college, trips to museums, and making 

spare change as an art model. During some years off as a Mom, I did some part time work in galleries, 

and some volunteer work in the  arts. I served as administrative chair of a Fine Arts and Crafts show for a 

number of years, and served on the Board of a non-profit gallery run jointly by artists and community 

people. Besides learning something about the business side of things, I came to know a lot of artists. I 

wanted to learn more about the process---about what goes into making a piece. So I took a few classes: 

drawing, painting, ceramics. Then a successful artist friend suggested I take a  collage workshop with 

her---and I was absolutely hooked. Besides workshops with Cary Brown and Vera Duke,  I have been 

exploring and developing on my own since I moved to the beach in 2011. I had my first solo show here in 

2012. Other solo and group shows have followed.  I am a member of the Dare County Arts Council, and 

my work is displayed in the Arts Council Gallery in Manteo and the Harbor Gallery in Norfolk 

As a mixed media artist, I enjoy working with many different kinds of paper, and making or 

embellishing papers. A mental image or one I have seen elsewhere will suggest a theme as will a phrase 

or a color or a place I have visited. Color and texture are most important in my work. I like to embellish a 

creation sometimes with found objects, fabrics, strings, old things, stamps, stencils, sand, shells, 

feathers, coins. I use a variety of artists’ mediums to adhere the pieces to each other and to the base of 

a piece, and I sometimes use paint or pastels over or under or as an integral part of my pieces. A variety 

of other artists have inspired me: Outsiders, Matisse, Jacob Lawrence to name a few. Since moving to 

the Outer Banks permanently , I am more inspired by nature ---the beach, the woods, the animals---than 

ever before. And I continue to explore.  Lately I have tried encaustic and watercolor both within and 

without  my mixed media work. I have also become excited about batik as a medium which works well 

with my love for color and texture The process involves .drawing with hot wax followed by painting with 

fabric paint on cloth---multiple times. The wax is removed and the design may be embellished with 

embroidery before stretching and framing. Last year at Harbor Gallery, I was “Featured Artist” with my 

batik paintings. My latest venture utilizes tin as an art medium. The tin (mostly old tin found in antique 

shops) is pounded, cut into pieces and assembled into an image; the background can be more tin or 

acrylic paint. 

Retired now, my day jobs were first as a clinical social worker, and later as a lawyer representing 

injured people. I grew up in New England, but have lived many different places in and out of the 

country. Family includes my husband, three daughters, three sons-in-law, four grandchildren, and lots of 

“chosen” family. I started coming to the Outer Banks in the 1970’s, built a home here in the late 1980’s, 

and retired here in 2011. When not engaged in creating art, I perform marriages as an officiant, 

volunteer with Interfaith Community Outreach, Dare County Arts Council, and the Unitarian Universalist 

Congregation of the Outer Banks, practice yoga and kayak on the sound. 

 


